
 

University of the West of Scotland 

Module Descriptor 

Session: 2023/24 

Last modified: 6 FEB 2024 

Title of Module: History of Crime & Justice 

Code: CRIM07001 SCQF Level: 7 
(Scottish Credit and 

Qualifications 

Framework) 

Credit Points: 

20 

ECTS: 10 
(European Credit 

Transfer Scheme) 

School: School of Media, Culture and Society 

Module Co-ordinator: Rajeev Gundur 

Summary of Module 

The aim of this module is to explore the social and historical contexts of crime and 

criminal justice and to explain how changes in society, over various historical periods, 

have moulded the criminal justice system of the time. 

The core theme in this module is the historical development of the nature of 

punishment and its objectives as well as the socio-political movements that brought 

about change. The module will therefore look at changes and developments regarding 

state vs church, capital and corporal punishment, torture, ideology and change. 

Alongside this, the module also looks at the historical development of law 

enforcement, the evolution of police practice and philosophy, framing of crime, and 

crime control. 

The history and reform of prisons is also studied as is the changing ideology of prisons 

and prison reform. 

The module also gives students the opportunity to reflect on specific case studies that 

examine important changes throughout recent history.   

 

Module Delivery Method 

Face-To-Face Blended Fully Online    

 

     



Face-To-Face 

Term used to describe the traditional classroom environment where the students and the lecturer meet synchronously in the same room for 

the whole provision.  

Fully Online 

Instruction that is solely delivered by web-based or internet-based technologies. This term is used to describe the previously used terms 

distance learning and e learning.  

Blended 

A mode of delivery of a module or a programme that involves online and face-to-face delivery of learning, teaching and assessment 

activities, student support and feedback. A programme may be considered “blended” if it includes a combination of face-to-face, online 

and blended modules. If an online programme has any compulsory face-to-face and campus elements it must be described as blended with 
clearly articulated delivery information to manage student expectations  

   

 

Campus(es) for Module Delivery 

The module will normally be offered on the following campuses / or by Distance 

Learning (D/L) (ie.Virtual Campus): (Provided viable student numbers permit)  

Paisley: Ayr: Dumfries: Hamilton: 
D/L Virtual 

Campus: 
Other: 

 

          

 

Learning Outcomes: (maximum of 5 statements) 

At the end of this module the student will be able to: 

L1. Evidence an awareness of the changing nature and extent of crime and criminality. 

L2. Demonstrate a clear understanding of the social, legal and economic factors that 

have affected crime and criminal justice in historical society. 

L3. Identify the main historical changes with regards to the purposes and practices of 

punishment. 

L4. Explain the historical development of the police and policing. 

Employability Skills and Personal Development Planning (PDP) Skills 

SCQF Headings 
During completion of this module, there will be an opportunity 

to achieve core skills in:  

Knowledge and 

Understanding (K 

and U) 

SCQF Level 7.  

Demonstrating a broad knowledge of the history of crime and 

criminal justice. 

 

Demonstrating an awareness of the evolving / changing nature of 

knowledge and understanding in the history of crime and justice.  

Practice: Applied 

Knowledge and 

Understanding 

SCQF Level 7. 



Using some of the basic theoretical skills associated with an 

understanding of the subject. 

Generic Cognitive 

skills 

SCQF Level 7. 

Presenting and evaluating arguments, information and ideas 

which are routine to the subject. 

Communication, 

ICT and Numeracy 

Skills 

SCQF Level 7.  

Conveying complex ideas in a well structured and coherent 

form. 

Autonomy, 

Accountability and 

Working with others 

SCQF Level 7.  

Exercising some initiative and independence in carrying out 

defined activities at a professional level. 

Pre-requisites: Before undertaking this module the student should have 

undertaken the following:  

Module Code: Module Title: 

Other:  

Co-requisites Module Code: Module Title: 

* Indicates that module descriptor is not published. 

 

Learning and Teaching 

Students will engage in a variety of teaching activities – lectures, seminars, group work 

– that are designed to introduce them to the basic ideas and approaches. At all times, 

learning and teaching will encourage students to look at the application of theories and 

concepts to punishment, its reform and the agencies involved, in an attempt to evaluate 

them. This will be done through lectures/presentation with ‘stop off’ points for 

questions and discussion. Use will be made of case study material and interactive 

material that encourages the students to look at their own views on punishment, the 

police and the purpose of prisons. Seminar discussion and exercises will allow for 

formative assessment that is designed to give students instant feedback on their 

understanding and grasp of the key aspects of the theories, ideas and concepts. To 

further this end, Moodle will be used where multiple choice tests and questions for 

discussion will be available.  

Learning Activities 

During completion of this module, the 

learning activities undertaken to 

achieve the module learning outcomes 

are stated below:  

Categories 

Student Learning 

Hours  

(Normally totalling 200 

hours): 
(Note: Learning hours include both 



contact hours and hours spent on other 

learning activities) 

Lecture/Core Content Delivery Scheduled 24 

Tutorial/Synchronous Support 

Activity 
Scheduled 12 

Independent Study Independent 164 

   

 200 Hours Total  

**Indicative Resources: (eg. Core text, journals, internet access)  

The following materials form essential underpinning for the module content and 

ultimately for the learning outcomes:  

 

 

Anderson, J. L. (1995) 'Piracy and world history: An economic perspective on maritime 

predation', Journal of World History, pp. 175-199. 

Dawdy, S. L. and Bonni, J. (2012) 'Towards a General Theory of Piracy', Anthropological 

Quarterly, 85(3), pp. 673-699. 

Hallwood, P. and Miceli, T. (2018) 'Piracy and privateers in the golden age: Lessons for today', 

Ocean Development & International Law, 49(3), pp. 236-246. 

Kennedy, C. (2012) 'Criminal law and religion in post-reformation Scotland', Edinburgh Law 

Review, 16(2), pp. 178-197. 

MacKinnon, D. (2015). Devolution, state restructuring and policy divergence in the UK. The 

Geographical Journal, 181(1), 47-56. https://doi.org/10.1111/geoj.12057 

Means, G. P. (1969) 'The role of Islam in the political development of Malaysia', Comparative 

Politics, 1(2), pp. 264-284. 

Moulin, L. (1965) 'Policy‐making in the Religious Orders', Government and Opposition, 1(1), 

pp. 25-54. 

Silk, P. (2015). Devolution and Decentralization: Lessons from the United Kingdom and Wales. 

In: London: Global Partners Governance. https://gpgovernance.net/publications/devolution-

and-decentralisation-lessons-from-the-united-kingdom-and-wales-2/ 

 

 

(**N.B. Although reading lists should include current publications, students are advised (particularly for material marked with an asterisk*) 

to wait until the start of session for confirmation of the most up-to-date material)  

Attendance Requirements 



Students are required to attend all scheduled classes and participate with all delivered 

elements of the module as part of their engagement with their programme of study. 

Consideration will be given to students who have protection under the appropriate 

equality law. Please refer to UWS Regulations 5.3.6 – 5.3.8., available at the following 

link: http://www.uws.ac.uk/current-students/rights-and-regulations/regulatory-

framework/ 

 

Course Reference Numbers (CRNs) (if known) 

Paisley: Ayr: Dumfries: Hamilton: 
D/L Virtual 

Campus: 
Other: 

1792           

Trimester(s) for Module Delivery 

(Provided viable student numbers permit).  

Trimester 1   Trimester 2 
 

Trimester 3    
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Programme Board Criminal Justice 

Assessment Results 

(Pass/Fail) 
No  

Subject Panel Criminal Justice 

Moderator TBD 

External Examiner D Parker 

Accreditation Details  

Changes/Version 

Number 
24.1 

 

Assessment: (also refer to Assessment Outcomes Grids at end of document) 

Formative assessment and regular feedback on student performance and understanding 

is at the heart of teaching, learning and assessment at this Level of study. Formative 

assessment will be undertaken via Moodle and during seminars. This will take the form 

of readings and other sources posted on Moodle, with questions for discussion. 

Summative assessment will be a short essay of around 1,500 words (contributing 

towards 60% of the final grade) that will cover the aims of Learning Outcomes 1 and 2. 



This assessment will test students’ understanding of the key legal, social and political 

factors that influenced the historical nature of crime and its punishment. 

Outcomes 3 and 4 will be assessed through a 1 hour long (unseen) class test 

(contributing towards 40% of the overall grade). Students will be required to make 

outline answers to 2 questions from a choice of 4. This will enable the students to show 

their grasp of the historical importance of reform to our contemporary criminal justice 

system. 

(N.B. (i) Assessment Outcomes Grids for the module (one for each main assessment category) can be found at the end of this descriptor 

which clearly demonstrate how the learning outcomes of the module will be assessed.  

(ii) An indicative schedule listing approximate times within the academic calendar when assessment is likely to feature will be provided 
within the Student Handbook.)  

Assessment Outcome Grids (Footnote A.) 

Assessment Category 1 

Assessment 

Category 
Assessmen

t Type 

(Footnote 

B.) 

Learnin

g 

Outcome 

(1)  

Learnin

g 

Outcome 

(2)  

Learnin

g 

Outcome 

(3)  

Learnin

g 

Outcome 

(4)  

Weighting 

(%) of 

Assessmen

t Element 

Timetable

d Contact 

Hours  

Assignmen

t 
Essay 

  

    60   

Assessment Category 2 

Assessment 

Category 
Assessmen

t Type 

(Footnote 

B.) 

Learnin

g 

Outcome 

(1)  

Learnin

g 

Outcome 

(2)  

Learnin

g 

Outcome 

(3)  

Learnin

g 

Outcome 

(4)  

Weighting 

(%) of 

Assessmen

t Element 

Timetable

d Contact 

Hours  

Assignmen

t 

Class test 

(written) 
    

  

40   

Combined Total For All Assignment Categories 100%  96 hours   

Footnotes 
A. Referred to within Assessment Section above 
B. Identified in the Learning Outcome Section above  

Note(s): 

1. More than one assessment method can be used to assess individual learning outcomes. 
2. Schools are responsible for determining student contact hours. Please refer to University 

Policy on contact hours (extract contained within section 10 of the Module Descriptor 

guidance note). 

This will normally be variable across Schools, dependent on Programmes &/or 

Professional requirements.  

 

Equality and Diversity 



Aligned with the overall commitment to equality and diversity stated in the Programme 

Specifications, the module supports equality of opportunity for students from all 

backgrounds and with different learning needs. Using Moodle, learning materials will 

be presented electronically in formats that allow flexible access and manipulation of 

content. The module complies with University regulations and guidance on inclusive 

learning and teaching practice. Specialist assistive equipment, support provision and 

adjustment to assessment practice will be made in accordance with UWS policy and 

regulations. The University’s Equality, Diversity and Human Rights Policy can be 

accessed at the following link: http://www.uws.ac.uk/equality/ 

 

Our partners are fully committed to the principles and practice of inclusiveness and our 

modules are designed to be accessible to all. Where this module is delivered overseas, 

local equivalent support for students and appropriate legislation applies. 

 

UWS Equality and Diversity Policy 

(N.B. Every effort will be made by the University to accommodate any equality and 

diversity issues brought to the attention of the School)  

 

http://www.uws.ac.uk/equality/

