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Summary of Module

This core module focuses on the critical examination of complications and risk management
associated with non-surgical aesthetic treatments, with particular emphasis on injectable
therapies. Building on prior learning in ethics and principles, and facial anatomy, the module
develops learners’ academic understanding of risk factors, complication mechanisms, and
professional responsibilities within aesthetic medicine.

Learners will explore common and rare complications associated with botulinum toxin,
dermalfillers, and related aesthetic interventions, including vascular compromise, infection,
tissue injury, and functional impairment. The module emphasises risk awareness, early
recognition, escalation pathways, and the ethical, legal, and governance considerations
associated with complications, alongside documentation, professional accountability, and
duty of candor.

Through engagement with case-based learning and scenario-based discussion, learners will
critically analyse complications and evaluate the factors that influence risk, safety, and
professional responsibility. The module reinforces patient safety, clinical governance, and
ethical practice as central components of aesthetic medicine, supporting learners to develop
critical understanding and professional awareness appropriate to postgraduate academic
study.

Module Delivery On-Campus' Hybrid? Online® Work -Based
Method u ] 2 Learning*

[

T Where contact hours are synchronous/ live and take place fully on campus. Campus-based learning is focused on
providing an interactive learning experience supported by a range of digitally-enabled asynchronous learning
opportunities including learning materials, resources, and opportunities provided via the virtual learning
environment. On-campus contact hours will be clearly articulated to students.

2 The module includes a combination of synchronous/ live on-campus and online learning events. These will be
supported by a range of digitally-enabled asynchronous learning opportunities including learning materials,
resources, and opportunities provided via the virtual learning environment. On-campus and online contact hours will
be clearly articulated to students.

3 Where all learning is solely delivered by web-based or internet-based technologies and the participants can engage
in all learning activities through these means. All required contact hours will be clearly articulated to students.

4 Learning activities where the main location for the learning experience is in the workplace. All required contact
hours, whether online or on campus, will be clearly articulated to students




Campuses for [ ] Ayr [ ] Lanarkshire X] Online / Distance
Module Delivery |:| Dumfries |:| London Learning

|:| Paisley |:| Other (specify)
Terms for Module Term 1 =4 Term 2 [] Term 3 []
Delivery
Long-thin Delivery Term 1 - [] Term 2 - [] Term 3 - []
over more than one Term 2 Term 3 Term 1
Term

Learning Outcomes

L1 Critically evaluate the aetiology, presentation, and risk factors associated with physical
complications arising from non-surgical aesthetic interventions.

L2 | Critically analyse the recognition, escalation pathways, and governance considerations
associated with complications in aesthetic medicine.

L3 | Evaluate the pharmacological agents commonly used in the management of aesthetic
complications, including indications, contraindications and prescribing legislation.

L4 | Demonstrate reflective and ethical decision-making in relation to adverse events,
including documentation, communication, and professional accountability.

L5

Employability Skills and Personal Development Planning (PDP) Skills

SCQF Headings During completion of this module, there will be an opportunity to
achieve core skills in:

Knowledge and SCQF 11
Understanding (K

and U) Learners develop a critical and integrated understanding of the

aetiology, risk factors, and presentation of complications associated
with non-surgical aesthetic interventions. This includes knowledge of
escalation pathways, governance frameworks, and pharmacological
agents relevant to complications, within their scientific, ethical, and
regulatory contexts.

Practice: Applied | SCQF 11
Knowledge and

] Learners apply theoretical knowledge to the academic analysis of case-
Understanding

based and scenario-based discussions relevant to complications and
risk management in aesthetic medicine. Learning activities support
critical examination of complication mechanisms, escalation pathways,
and professional responsibilities within governance frameworks.

Generic SCQF 11

Cognitive skills Learners develop advanced critical thinking and evaluative skills

through analysis of complex scenarios and contemporary literature.
They critically appraise evidence, professional guidance, and
governance considerations to support reasoned academic argument
and professional understanding.

Communication, | SCQF 11
ICT and

. Learners develop advanced academic communication skills through
Numeracy Skills

structured written work and online discussion. Engagement with digital
learning platforms, academic literature, and professional guidance




supports digital literacy and the ability to interpret and communicate
complex information relevant to aesthetic medicine.

Autonomy, SCQF 11
Accountability

. . Learners develop autonomy in academic learning, taking responsibility
and Working with

for independent study, critical reflection, and engagement with learning

Others activities. The module supports reflective engagement with ethical and
professional issues and encourages collaborative learning through peer
discussion and shared academic enquiry.

Prerequisites Module Code Module Title

Other
Co-requisites Module Code Module Title

Learning and Teaching

In line with current learning and teaching principles, a 20-credit module includes 200 learning
hours, normally including a minimum of 36 contact hours and maximum of 48 contact hours.

These hours comprise a combination of scheduled synchronous teaching, structured
directed learning, independent study, and assessment preparation.

Scheduled synchronous teaching normally includes a 2-hour weekly online session,
providing opportunities for real-time engagement, discussion, and critical exploration of
module content with teaching staff and peers. In addition, structured independent learning is
supported through recorded lectures, guided learning activities, and asynchronous activities
supported via online discussion within the Virtual Learning Environment. These activities
form an integral part of the taught component of the module and support engagement with
core concepts and academic enquiry.

Independent study and assessment preparation enable students to consolidate their
learning, engage with academic literature, and develop critical analysis and reflective skills
appropriate to master’s level study.

The learning and teaching approach adopts a student-centred model, designed to support
the development of critical thinking, academic enquiry, and reflective capacity, and to
promote skills consistent with lifelong learning and professional development.

The University is committed to supporting all students to engage fully with their studies.
Reasonable adjustments will be made, where appropriate, for students who have disclosed a
disability or additional support needs, in accordance with University policy.

Learning Activities Student Learning

During completion of this module, the learning activities undertaken Hours

to achieve the module learning outcomes are stated below: (Note: Learning hours
include both contact
hours and hours spent
on other learning

activities)
Tutorial / Synchronous Support Activity 20
Personal Development Plan 12
Asynchronous Class Activity 16
Independent Study 152

n/a

n/a




TOTAL 200

Indicative Resources

The following materials form essential underpinning for the module content and
ultimately for the learning outcomes:

Core

Carella, S., Ruggeri, G., La Russa, R., Volonnino, G., Frati, P. and Onesti, M.G. (2021). Clinical
Management of Complications Following Filler Injection. Aesthetic Plastic Surgery, [online]
46(2), pp.886-894. doi:https://doi.org/10.1007/s00266-021-02650-4.

DeLorenzi, C. (2017). Complications of Injectable Fillers, Part 2: Vascular Complications.
[online] Aesthetic Surgery Journal. Available at: https://cannz.co.nz/wp-
content/uploads/2020/05/Complications-of-Injectable-fillers-De-Lorenzi-Part-2.pdf
[Accessed 13 Feb. 2026].

Tosti, A., Beer, K. and De Padova, M.P. (eds.) (2012) Management of complications of
cosmetic procedures: handling common and more uncommon problems. Berlin: Springer.
Available at: https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-28415-1 (Accessed: 22 February 2026).

Recommended

Demosthenous, N., 2020. Cautions, contraindications and complications in aesthetics.
PMFA J [Internet], 7(6), pp.1-3. pmfaas20-complications.pdf

Kroumpouzos, G. and Treacy, P. (2023). HYALURONIDASE FOR DERMAL FILLER
COMPLICATIONS: A REVIEW OF APPLICATIONS AND DOSAGE RECOMMENDATIONS
(Preprint). JMIR dermatology, 7(9). doi:https://doi.org/10.2196/50403.

Oley, M.H., Oley, M.C., Mawu, F.O., Aling, D.M.R. and Faruk, M. (2022). Hyperbaric Oxygen
Therapy in Managing Minimally Invasive Aesthetic Procedure Complications: A Report of
Three Cases. Clinical, Cosmetic and Investigational Dermatology, Volume 15(6), pp.63-68.
doi:https://doi.org/10.2147/ccid.s344408.

(N.B. Although reading lists should include current publications, students are advised
(particularly for material marked with an asterisk*) to wait until the start of session for
confirmation of the most up-to-date material)

Attendance and Engagement Requirements

In line with the Student Attendance and Engagement Procedure, Students are
academically engaged if they are attending and participating in all timetabled
programme activities including on-campus and online teaching sessions, asynchronous
online learning activities, placement, work-based elements, course-related learning
resources, and complete assessments and submit these on time.

For the purposes of this module, academic engagement equates to the following:

The university is committed to providing a supportive learning environment that actively
facilitates student success. In this programme, there is a high degree of student-led flexibility.
You are academically engaged if you are regularly engaged with online learning activities in
your own time, course-related learning resources, engaging with scheduled live sessions
online, and with timely completion and submission of assessments along with contact with
module coordinators and programme lead.

Whilst we understand that there may be times when conflicting priorities make participation
challenging, for you to gain the most from this module it is recommended that you participate
and complete your self-directed learning activities in a timely manner.

It may be difficult to pass the assessment associated with this module if you are not regularly
engaging with the module work. We may reach out to check how things are going and offer



https://www.uws.ac.uk/about-uws/policies-procedures-guidance/

support if we observe that you have not been attending sessions or completing online

activities.

Equality and Diversity

The University's Equality, Diversity and Human Rights Procedure can be accessed at the
following link: UWS Equality, Diversity and Human Rights Code.

In line with current legislation, including the Equality Act (2010), and the University of the
West of Scotland Equality, Diversity and Human Rights Code, this module is designed to be
accessible and inclusive. Reasonable adjustments will be made, where appropriate, to
support individual student needs. Module materials comply with University guidance on
inclusive learning and teaching, and assistive technologies, support provision, and
adjustments to assessment will be implemented in accordance with UWS policy and

regulations.

Teaching and learning approaches are designed to support inclusive participation and
engagement within a fully online learning environment. Anticipatory adjustments and
appropriate flexibility will be implemented, where required, to ensure accessibility and

equitable participation.

Students are encouraged to disclose any disability, or additional support needs to enable
appropriate support to be provided by the Programme Team and relevant University services.

The UWS Equality and Diversity Policy informs the design and delivery of this module and
supports the creation of a respectful, inclusive, and supportive learning environment for all

students.

(N.B. Every effort will be made by the University to accommodate any equality and
diversity issues brought to the attention of the School)
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Assessment (also refer to Assessment Outcomes Grids below)

Assessment 1

Class Test

Unseen open-book academic assessment requires learners to critically evaluate
complications associated with aesthetic medicine. Learners will analyse complication



https://www.uws.ac.uk/media/6317/equality-diversity-and-human-rights-code-approved-feb-2023.pdf

mechanisms, risk factors, escalation pathways, and governance considerations, drawing on
relevant evidence and professional guidance.

Assessment 2

Case Study (2500 words)

Structured case study requiring learners to critically analyse a complication scenario,
examining contributing factors, ethical and governance considerations, and professional
responsibilities, supported by relevant literature and professional guidance.

Assessment 3

(N.B. (i) Assessment Outcomes Grids for the module (one for each component) can be found
below which clearly demonstrate how the learning outcomes of the module will be assessed.

(ii) An indicative schedule listing approximate times within the academic calendar when
assessment is likely to feature will be provided within the Student Module Handbook.)

Component 1

Assessment Type LO1 LO2 LO3 LO4 LO5 | Weightingof | Timetabled
Assessment | Contact
Element (%) Hours
Class test (written) X X X X [] 60 0
Component 2
Assessment Type LO1 LO2 LO3 LO4 LO5 | Weighting of | Timetabled
Assessment | Contact
Element (%) Hours
Case study X X [] X [] 40 0
Component 3
Assessment Type LO1 LO2 LO3 LO4 LO5 | Weighting of | Timetabled
Assessment | Contact
Element (%) Hours
I N I O I O I O R
Combined total for all components 100% 0 hours
Change Control
What When Who




